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A wonderful array of birds is passing through the Toronto area as they return
to their nesting regions from their winter homes in the USA, Mexico, Central and
South America. The Greater Toronto Area lies at the intersection of two ancient
and major bird migratory flyways (the Atlantic and the Mississippi flyways).
Birds migrate in response to the availability of resources, such as the insects
found in northern forests during summer. Their flyways are based on
geography and wind patterns and were established long before modern cities
arose. These incredible migratory journeys can measure thousands of
kilometers. Sadly, many birds will not complete their tenuous migrations
because they will die after colliding with a window or other glass structure. But
this news does not need to be negative, it can be turned into a good news
story!
The background on why birds hit windows:
Birds don’t see glass as a barrier. Birds collide with glass that is reflective,
because they see only the trees or sky reflected on the surface and they collide
with glass that is transparent, seeing only the open space or greenery beyond
it (such as an atrium filled with tropical plants). Lights at night also contribute
to building collisions as birds migrate at night, navigating by the stars, and are
drawn in by the city glow.
Data on bird-building collisions across North America documents an alarming
loss of birds. These species are in steep decline and one of the top 3 reasons
for the decline is bird-window collisions. It includes birds of all sizes from

hummingbirds to hawks and 24 species at risk in Ontario. It is estimated that up
to one million birds die from building collisions every year in Toronto alone.
The good news is these deaths are preventable. There is low cost, technically
proven solutions to stop bird-window collisions.
Bird-friendly building standards which include these measures have been
produced for use in Canada, but they remain voluntary. Many builders do not
even know they exist. The City of Toronto has required bird-friendly design to
be incorporated into new buildings since 2010, but that does not apply to other
municipalities in Ontario.
Doug Ford and MPPs across the province have a unique opportunity to save
millions of birds from preventable window collisions. The cherry on top is there
no cost to the government.
To make this a reality our elected representatives should support the motion
currently before the Ontario legislature to incorporate the CSA 2019 BirdFriendly Building Design Standard into the Ontario Building Code. This is the
easiest thing we can do right now to stop the decline in migratory bird
populations. Individuals can help make it happen by signing the official petition
and by writing your MPP and asking them to support this motion.
We need to protect our remaining birds from building collisions, and we can do
that by incorporating bird-friendly building standards into the Ontario Building
Code.
The sound of bird song announces the arrival of spring. This is a rare and vital
opportunity to ensure that those songs continue to be sung.

